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Don’t you wish your life could have a design team from time to time?
I was watching television the other night, and one of those home-re-

modeling shows came on. A family was complaining that their current 
home did not meet their needs or their desires for modern living. So, in 
walked this design team. Two members of the team were clearly the vi-
sionaries. They walked the house and talked openly about all that could 
be done. With just a few walls knocked down, carpets ripped up, tons 
of paint applied, and a new stone walkway in the back, the house could 
be like new, they promised. As they walked, dreams flowed freely. The 
couple trailed behind the designers in awe of all the possibilities. 

The family agreed to let the team get to work, and the whirlwind 
began. As new plants came in and wallpaper came down, the family 
disappeared. The crew rushed around in a flurry while the family sipped 
drinks at a pool attached to the hotel provided by the television show. 
Then, after a week relaxing and working on their tans, the family re-
turned to the home they had fallen out of love with. But instead of the 
old decorations they were used to, the whole home had been trans-
formed into a model abode. The team even added a surprise or two that 
brought smiles to the family.

Quick Change
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if that could happen? Wouldn’t it be great 

if all we had to do was open the door and an immediate change took 
place? You know, a facelift or a complete redesign to what had become 
stale or all too common. But what if that took place, not to our homes, 
but to our lives? Wouldn’t it be great to quickly change those parts of 
us that could use a bit of change: our desires, our priorities, our family 
connections, or our faith in God and our willingness to follow Him.

The part of the show they don’t show us is when the families have 
to write the check to make this miracle happen. Sure, gifts are given, 
but the transformations aren’t free. Neither are the changes in our 
lives that need to take place. To truly be different takes effort and 
time. True dedication and determination are keys to making lasting 
changes in our personalities and in our ways of doing things. These 
same principles are also essential in making changes, true changes, 
in our Christian experience and expression. Being a follower of Christ 
and learning to live for Him must be worked on and renewed, day 
after day. A Christian doesn’t need a new design team. The design was 
established long ago.

~Thomas Quisenberry

Tuesday, February 17
11:00AM-1:00PM, Fellowship Hall

$5.00 Suggested Donation

All proceeds benefit the
July 2015 South Africa Mission Trip.
 
A long-standing tradition in the church has been to 

eat heartily the day before Lent begins. This day has 
been known as Fat Tuesday (Shrove Tuesday, Mardis 
Gras) and the usual meal of choice is pancakes. In the 
office, we have celebrated this tradition for a number of 
years. This year, which we hope will be the first of many, 
we want to share this tradition with our church family 
and our community. Invite family and friends to join you 
in our Fellowship Hall. The monies collected will help 
offset the cost of the mission trip to South Africa for our 
team this upcoming July.

Beyond Your Culture.
Beyond Your Comfort Zone.
Beyond Yourself. 

College Students! Are you looking for something to do this summer? 
Consider serving with Student.Go! Student.Go is a missions program 
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) providing opportunities 
for undergraduate and graduate students to serve among and advocate 
for the most neglected people in the world. Students serve alongside 
CBF field personnel and ministry partners while gaining invaluable 
cross-cultural experience and providing crucial assistance to the min-
istries with which they work. Included in serving with Student.Go is 
orientation, a stipend, housing, food, and local transportation, and a 
debriefing retreat. Student.Go has opportunities to serve in a multi-
tude of settings and locations. Both domestic and international oppor-
tunities are available for different periods of time. Applications may be 
found online at www.studentdotgo.ning.com and are due by March 2 for 
Summer 2015 placements. For more information, please email: 

Adam Tarver (adam@fbcchattanooga.org) 
Anna Graham (anna@fbcchattanooga.org)



A history of the beginning: 
First Baptist Church has been involved in teaching Conversational 

English to non-English speaking people since 1986. The Women’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU) had a very active International Group which had 
started in the early 1970s. Many in that group could not understand or 
speak English. Here was a need, and a group of women decided to do 
something about it. They contacted David Myers at the Hamilton Coun-

ty Baptist Association. He 
arranged for the required 
training classes necessary 
to teach English as a Sec-
ond Language to be held 
at the Association’s offices 
on two weekends. A few 
women from other church-
es attended along with the 

volunteers from First Baptist. In addition to this training, women from 
First Baptist also participated in a literacy week at Ridgecrest, provid-
ing additional training and inspiration.

Free classes began at three churches, each in a different part of Chat-
tanooga. At First Baptist, classes met once a week with free childcare 
for preschoolers. Men and women attended from many countries, some 
illiterate in their native tongues, others well-educated. Four levels of in-
struction were offered, from beginning to more advanced. When request-
ed, some classes were even held at places of business. At First Baptist, 
during a time of fellowship (break time), the students enjoyed singing 
and hearing about a God of love and of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

These classes became an important part of the mission of the Hamil-
ton County Baptist Association, as many other Baptist churches began 
training and teaching. From the beginning, Becky Witt has been the 
contact person and has furnished invaluable information, text books, 
and other resources for teachers.  ~Juanita Grainger

A report on the current classes:
Every Thursday morning at 9:30AM and every Saturday afternoon at 

4:00PM, when Hamilton County schools are in session, students from 
around the world enter our church doors for English classes. They come 
from Colombia, Guatemala, Cuba, China, Japan, Iraq, Syria, Russia, 

Africa, and Latvia. And most every week we have a new student from a 
different country. These students come with an eagerness to learn En-
glish, but also seeking friendship and acceptance in their new country. 

Classes are offered for beginners who know very few English words 
and for those who have some understanding of the English language. 
They bring with them many gifts. Some are teachers, engineers, and 
lawyers. But each of them comes with a big smile, and with accep-
tance of the hospitality that our church offers. Prior to class, we enjoy 
a short time of refreshments and fellowship. There is a need for help 
with refreshments (cookies, muffins, donuts for about 20 people) on 
the 2nd and 4th Thursday morning. If you (individual or class) could 
help, please contact Alice Turner or Betty Givens.

Please include these classes in your prayers. Pray for the teachers, 
that we would have patience and skills that would help these wonderful 
people become good and happy citizens of our city and nation. Pray 
that we might know how to share the good news of Jesus as we teach 
them to speak English. Thank your for your part in opening the doors 
of our church to new friends from around the world. ~Alice Turner

Conversational English/English as a Second Language (ESL) Classes

Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your hearts,
with fasting, with weeping, and with sorrow;

tear your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD your GOD, for he is merciful and compassionate,

very patient, full of faithful love,
and ready to forgive. Joel 2:12-13



Wednesday,  February  11
First  Friends  Council   11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  &  Grounds  Cmte 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team 7:15PM
Thursday,  February  12
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  February  13
Disciple  Now  Weekend  Begins 6:00PM
Saturday,  February  14
Disciple  Now  Weekend
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  February  15
Sunday  School/Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Disciple  Now  Weekend  Ends 12:00PM
Missions  CommiWee 12:15PM
Family  Movie  Night 5:00PM
Monday,  February  16
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  February  17
Pancake  Lunch  (Community  Wide) 11:00AM
Finance  CommiWee  MeeZng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council   5:30PM
Wednesday,  February  18
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:30PM
Ash  Wednesday  Service 6:00PM
Thursday,  February  19
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  February  20
Habitat  for  Humanity  Workday 9:00AM
Saturday,  February  21
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  February  22
Sunday  School/Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Lenten  Study  Series 4:30PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Monday,  February  23
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  February  24
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Hands  &  Feet  (Ministry/Mission  Group) 5:30PM
Wednesday,  February  25
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM

On the Calendar
February 2015

Children of all ages AND your families, 
come join in the fun! Invite a friend or another 
family, too. There is NO COST for the evening 
– a perfect way for you parents to enjoy time 
with your children.

Hey kids! Come dressed in your warm, fuzzy 
pajamas and slippers. Bring a sleeping bag or 
blanket and your pillow pet or favorite stuffed 
animal to add to the fun.

Sunday, February 15, Fellowship Hall
5:00PM – pizza, drinks & treats are served

5:30PM – movie begins

Food Drive
We will be collecting non-perishable 

food items for HaCoBACare Ministries 
(Hamilton County Baptist Association’s 
Care Center) during the month of Feb-
ruary. HaCoBACare Center, located in 
the basement of St. Elmo Avenue Baptist 
Church, provides free food boxes for folks 
who have been referred to them by First 
Baptist and other churches/agencies. This 
program enables us to help those with food 
that are not eligible for a voucher for the 
Chattanooga Food Bank. Please bring your 
donations to the collection bin outside the 
church office. There is a collection bin in 
the Fellowship Hall near the beverage cen-
ter on Wednesdays, also.

Youth Choir Reunion
April 10-12, 2015
Dogwood Lodge

The first ever FBC Youth Choir Reunion is 
being held this spring. The weekend will in-
clude plenty of time for fellowship and food at 
Dogwood Lodge. The event is for anyone who 
ever sang as a youth at First Baptist Chatta-
nooga. We hope to have over 50 participants. 
The weekend will conclude with a mass choir 
of all participants and our current youth choir 
singing for our worship service on Sunday, 
April 12, followed by a luncheon for partici-
pants and their families. Please help us spread 
the word. The deadline to register is Sunday, 
March 1. For more information or to register 
go to the church website: 

www.fbcchattanooga.org/yc-reunion
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Direct Dial
Business Office 423.648.2547
Education Office 423.648.2542
Music Office 423.648.2543
Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

10:30 AM Fellowship Time

11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  1/25/2015   ATTENDANCE  FOR  2/1/2015  
244   Worship   234   Worship  
   9   Worship  Care            13   Worship  Care  
253   WORSHIP  TOTAL   247   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
245   Sunday  School     193   Sunday  School  

FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  1/25/15   $  11,237.19  
Other  receipts  on  1/25/15   825.00  

Total  for  week  as  of  1/25/15   $  12,062.19  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  2/1/15   $  21,273.80  
Other  receipts  on  2/1/15   607.00  

Total  for  week  as  of  2/1/15   $  21,880.80  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  

Feb.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $348,013.78  
Feb.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $371,766.64  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    23,752.86)  

As  of  2/3/15  


